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Lake Sunapee and Lake Waukewan
Selected to Pilot Watershed Approach

NH DES SWP Workshop

On May 12, the DES DWSPP will hold its fourth annual Source
Water Protection (SWP) Workshop at 29 Hazen Drive in Con-

cord from 9a.m. to 3:30p.m. The Source Water Protection Work-
shop is geared for local officials and water supply managers to get
the latest information on how to better protect water supplies from
existing or potential pollution sources.

To view the agenda or to register go to www.des.nh.gov/dwspp
or contact Pierce Rigrod at 603-271-0688 or prigrod@des.state.nh.us.

Two water supply lakes are the big win-
ners in DES�s Watershed Approach

Pilot Program.  Based on a competitive ap-
plication process, DES�s Watershed Man-
agement Bureau has selected Lake
Sunapee and Lake Waukewan to pilot a new
approach. The Lake Sunapee Protective
Association and the Town of Meredith sub-
mitted the winning applications. Areas of

focus for the Lake Sunapee wa-
tershed will include a highly de-
veloped shoreland area and wa-
ter quality impacts from full build-
out development.  For the Lake
Waukewan watershed, the focus
will be on protection of the drink-
ing water supply and better char-
acterization of tributary pollutant
loads.

DES�s Watershed Approach offers a high
level of technical and financial assistance
to support locally driven watershed man-
agement goals. Each of the two watersheds
has been allocated up to $50,000 in grants
and access to technical consultant services
over a two-year period. Each project has

also been assigned a coordinator in the Watershed
Management Bureau.

DES began developing the watershed approach
in 1999 to find a better way to prioritize watersheds
in which to focus limited state resources. With input
from lake associations, watershed organizations, state
agencies, and non-governmental conservation
groups, and financial support from the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, DES developed an
answer: the Watershed Approach Pilot Program.

The DES Watershed Approach begins with a geo-
graphic information systems (GIS) analysis of 15
variables that pertain to water quality and quantity,
biological resources, land resources, human influ-
ences, and recreational resources. These variables
are analyzed to prioritize New Hampshire�s water-
sheds within three management categories:  need
for protection, need for restoration, or threatened.
With 81 watersheds statewide, this GIS analysis
identified the top 20 watersheds within each man-
agement category.

Sunapee and Waukewan both fell within the top
20 �priority� watersheds in each management cat-
egory. The final selection of watersheds was based
on locally-prepared applications. The specific ac-
tivities that each project will pursue have yet to be
defined, but might include education of municipal
land use boards regarding stormwater runoff, col-
lection and analysis of water quality data, and con-
struction of best management practices. DES an-
ticipates that the state-level prioritization, combined
with focused support of local initiatives, will provide
significant results at a watershed level.

For more information about DES�s Watershed
Approach Pilot Program, please contact Eric Will-
iams at 603-271-2358 or ewilliams@des.state.nh.us.

MAILING LIST REMOVAL-
ADDRESS CORRECTIONS
If you do not want this quarterly
newsletter mailed to you,  or if
you would rather receive it
electronically (and two weeks
sooner), please call (603) 271-
0657 or email us at
bgauthier@des.state.nh.us.

www.des.nh.gov/dwspp
www.des.nh.gov/dwspp
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         (603) 271-3503The N.H. Drinking Water Week Coalition, in conjunction with DES,

sponsors a festival during Drinking Water Week, May 1-7, to celebrate
one of our most precious resources: clean drinking water.   This year�s
festival will be held on Wednesday, May 4, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
Massabesic Audubon Center in Auburn.  In attendance will be fourth grade
students from Manchester and Auburn.  The event is open to the public

free of charge, and will be held rain or shine.

For more information about the event, or if
your organization would like to participate in the
exhibits, water taste-testing contest, or the ac-
tivities at the festival, please contact Jessica
Brock, at 603-271-4071.  More information is
available on the web at www.des.nh.gov/wseb/
waterfest.

The 13th Annual Drinking Water Festival
Slated for Manchester

This past December the Gorham Water
and Sewer Commission, with the

assistance of the New Hampshire Rural
Water Association (NHRWA), completed
its Source Protection Plan.  Development
of the Plan was driven by a Source Water
Protection Committee composed of a
cross section of municipal officials: the
water system superintendent, town man-
ager, town forester, members of local
boards (e.g. planning, conservation), and a
teacher.

The town�s public water supply includes
both surface and groundwater sources that
provide water to 2,500 people. Water is
supplied from two gravel packed wells
and two impoundment systems that
together serve the downtown area, Upper
Village, and the Cascade area of Gorham.

Gorham�s source water protection plan
includes the following sections: a descrip-
tion of the water system, an inventory of
PCSs (potential contamination sources),
an assessment of risks posed by the
PCSs, a management plan to minimize
risk, and a contingency plan for respond-
ing to an emergency loss of water supply.
One of the outstanding features of this plan

is the specificity of the actions to
minimize the risks to the water
supply. The document dedicates
six pages to management
actions that the selectmen,
water department, or source
water committee will work toward to im-
plement protection recommendations. The
plan will be a �living� document, as it will be
reviewed annually and updated every three
years by the Source Water Protection Com-
mittee.

The plan places a priority on source
protection issues that require action sooner
rather than later.  These include developing a
public education campaign about the impor-
tance of drinking water, implementation of a
wellhead protection ordinance, and monitor-
ing turbidity in parts of the watershed that are
actively harvested for timber.

For a copy of Gorham�s plan or for assis-
tance developing a source water protection plan
for your system, contact either the New Hamp-
shire Rural Water Association (1-800-55-
NERWA) or DES�s Source Water Protection
Program (603-271-7061).

www.des.nh.gov/wseb/waterfest
www.des.nh.gov/wseb/waterfest
www.des.nh.gov/dwspp
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Putting Your Source Assessment Results To Work For You
A series exploring ways that assessment results can be used to focus your protection efforts.

It Takes a Village. . .
In each issue of The Source, especially in the �Spot-

 light� feature on page 2, the editors try to show that
source water protection takes many forms, that many
water systems and towns have implemented effective
programs, and that it�s something your water system or
your town can do as well. In other words, you don�t have
to be a pioneer to have an effective source water protec-
tion program; the trails are already well-worn.

The Source Assessment Reports sent out between 2000
and 2003 even provided a source protection roadmap for
each system by identifying key concerns facing each
source and presenting a variety of protection measures
appropriate to each type of contamination threat.

But for many systems, representing one-third of the
state�s residents served by groundwater-dependent com-
munity systems, source water protection continues to take
a back seat to other concerns. The answer for many of
these systems � and their customers � is to share the
load with other systems and with town government by
creating a community-wide source protection program
that benefits multiple systems.

Examples of these umbrella-type programs abound in
New Hampshire:

• Stratham, working through the groundwater re-
classification process, designated the entire town
as locally-important groundwater and instituted a
town-wide BMP inspection program for potential
contamination sources.

• Plaistow, with 19 community and 16 non-transient,
non-community systems within its borders, adopted
a town-wide groundwater protection program in-
cluding public education, voluntary BMP visits,
used motor oil collection, and a review of local
land use regulations.

• The towns of Belmont, Tilton, and Northfield
worked with Lakes Region Planning Commission
to develop a regional aquifer protection plan that
assessed potential threats to the aquifer and de-
veloped recommendations for protection.

This year, DES is offering additional assistance to
support local groundwater protection efforts. For more
information about help available from DES to make
groundwater protection a reality in your community,
contact your regional planning commission or the
Drinking Water Source Protection Program at 603-271-
7061.

DES�s Drinking Water Source Protection Program is pleased to announce that another 18 projects have been se-
lected for funding through its Source Water Protection Grant Program. Grants are available annually to fund projects

to protect existing sources of public drinking water. Applicants can receive up to $15,000 to
cover all aspects of source protection including delineation, assessment and implementation.
Applicants submitted a total of 23 proposals, divided equally between security and source
protection projects.  The 18 projects approved total over $200,000. The following are ex-
amples of this year�s funded projects:

The Town of Wilton Water Commission will complete a feasibility assessment of the
town�s drinking water supply wells in regards to issues generated from the wells� close
proximity to Route 31. Design plans, and operation and maintenance plans will be devel-
oped for selected structural best management practices.

South Main Water District will relocate the Town of Warren�s salt pile outside of the sanitary radius for the district�s
water supply wells. Currently the pile is not covered or on an impervious surface. The District has worked with the
town and has acquired a new location which will have a foundation, a shed, and slab for the salt.

A description of all new and previous grant projects can be found on our website at www.des.nh.gov/dwspp/
grants.htm. Questions about the grant program should be directed to Johnna McKenna at 603-271-7017 or
jmckenna@des.state.nh.us.  Applications for the next round of funding will be available in August.

2005 Local Source Water Grant Recipients Announced

www.des.nh.gov/dwspp/grants.htm
www.des.nh.gov/dwspp/grants.htm
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Sarah Pillsbury has been promoted to Administrater of DES�s Water Supply Engineering Bureau (WSEB)
of which the DWSPP is a part. In the upcoming year her attention will focus on new federal rules and on

small water system compliance. Working with the Bureau�s capable staff, she will lead the program�s con-
tinuous effort to maintain the high quality of the State�s public drinking water supplies. Sarah has been with
DES for 19 years. For the past 14 years she has managed the DWSPP, which she was instrumental in
creating. Sarah has been influential in the widespread adoption of source water protection measures by both
drinking water suppliers and municipal officials.

Brandon Kernen has been promoted to Sarah�s former position as DWSPP section manager. Brandon has
been working at DES and in the DWSPP for the last five years as supervisor for the technical and permitting
subsection of the DWSPP.  He was instrumental in implementing the large groundwater withdrawal program
and he is currently working on getting water conservation rules passed. Prior to working for the state he
worked for the State of Arizona and for a municipal public water supply in Tucson. He has also worked as a
consultant for firms in New Jersey and Massachusetts.

 Brandon will be responsible for section oversight, including the large groundwater withdrawals, new well
sitings, groundwater discharge permitting, water conservation, and source protection programs. Paul Susca
will now be the coordinator for the section�s source protection and implementation subsection, which will
include the local source water grants, chemical monitoring waivers, Project WET (Water Education for
Teachers), outreach, and technical assistance. Paul has 13 years of experience in source water and wa-
tershed protection and has been instrumental in developing and implementing the Source Water  Assessment
Program.

Congratulations to Sarah
Pillsbury, Brandon Kernen,
and Paul Susca on their new
roles.

Staff Changes in the DES Source Water World

The Department has just revised The DES Guide to
     Groundwater Protection. The guide was originally

published in 1996 and is intended as a resource for mu-
nicipal officials, concerned citizens, and water suppliers
interested in (or needing to be educated about) ground-
water, groundwater contamination in New Hampshire,
and groundwater protection.  Free hard copies are avail-
able by calling Ben Gauthier at 603-271-0657 or by down-

loading a copy from the web at www.des.nh.gov/dwspp/pdf/
des_guide_to_ground_water.pdf.

DES Guide to Groundwater Protection Revised

www.des.nh.gov/dwspp/pdf/des_guide_to_ground_water.pdf
www.des.nh.gov/dwspp/pdf/des_guide_to_ground_water.pdf
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